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                                                                Hi, we are Abhijay Kumar  and Jordan Scrimger, members of the Metropolitan Youth Policy Fellows (MYPF), a diverse group of youth working together for a better metropolitan Detroit. The MYPF, which includes members from multiple communities —across cities, neighborhoods, and suburbs – formed in order to participate in issues that impact our lives. We think it is important that youth have a voice in policy decisions. Youth know what is going on in their communities and have ideas for solutions.
The first project we undertook was a survey (N=1,191) asking youth to identify issues in their communities. Afterwards, we engaged youth in focus groups (N=53) to hear more about ideas they had for change. We gathered valuable information and created a report, making these findings and recommendations accessible to everyone.
Along our journey, the MYPF members have reflected on our experiences and compiled some tips that are valuable for anyone wanting to support the efforts of youth:
Hot Tips:
	Reflect on your power and privilege. Acknowledge resources where you possess privilege, like networks, funding, knowledge, etc. and recognize how it can be used to optimize youth efforts.
	Provide space, be easy to access, and invite conversation. The belief that adults and youth are equals and that the exchange of ideas is bidirectional creates a more enriching and productive atmosphere for all.
	Be a “coffee filter”. Rather than change the flow of thoughts, facilitate the refinement process towards a goal.
	Get youth voice and input. Youth should not be an afterthought. They should be provided a platform to directly influence policy-making.
	Treat youth as allies, not like a burden. We want a voice in the way that our lives are decided. Our viewpoints can provide valuable insight into the world that could only be conveyed through collaborations with youth.
	Don’t tokenize. Offering youth an authentic way in which their ideas can be taken seriously and with the intent to problem solve is essential.
	Ask us! Don’t make assumptions. Decisions that are made must be representative and inclusive of candid youth perspectives. They should be actively involved in the decision making process, as youth can help ensure that good intentions reap positive impact.

RAD RESOURCES:
	Check out our full-length sets of tip sheets for anyone interested in supporting youth-led work:	https://cfsem.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Tips-for-Community-Leaders.pdf
	https://cfsem.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Tips-for-Adult-Allies.pdf
	https://cfsem.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Tips-for-Youth.pdf


	Our work with participatory evaluation led to a report that was disseminated to the Michigan Civil Rights Commission.

	With help from the Community Foundation for Southeast Michigan, we created an RFP aimed to identify and fund youth-led projects in the metro Detroit area that addressed recommendations detailed in the report:
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            Members of our team after presenting at the Fourth International

              Center for Culturally Responsive Evaluation and Assessment Conference.
The American Evaluation Association is celebrating Youth Focused Evaluation (YFE) TIG Week with our colleagues in the YFE Topical Interest Group. The contributions all this week to aea365 come from our YFE TIG members. Do you have questions, concerns, kudos, or content to extend this aea365 contribution? Please add them in the comments section for this post on the aea365 webpage so that we may enrich our community of practice. Would you like to submit an aea365 Tip? Please send a note of interest to aea365@eval.org.
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                                                                    About AEA


The American Evaluation Association is an international professional association and the largest in its field. Evaluation involves assessing the strengths and weaknesses of programs, policies, personnel, products and organizations to improve their effectiveness. AEA’s mission is to improve evaluation practices and methods worldwide, to increase evaluation use, promote evaluation as a profession and support the contribution of evaluation to the generation of theory and knowledge about effective human action. For more information about AEA, visit www.eval.org.
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