
“ In fifty-two years of journalism, I never knew what it was like to travel 
on a campaign train or bus—until Whistle-Stop Politics. Reading it, I 
now feel as if I had had those experiences—the history, the drama, the 
proximity, the uncertainty, the photos, even the old cartoons. A great  
job by Edward Segal.” 

— Bob Woodward, associate editor of The Washington Post  
and author of fifteen No. 1 New York Times bestsellers

How campaigning by 
train shaped American 
politics, elections,  
journalism, and culture.

In Whistle-Stop Politics, author Edward Segal brings to life the pivotal 
role campaign trains once played in American elections with  hundreds 
of stories about Theodore and Franklin Roosevelt, Harry Truman, 
Dwight Eisenhower, Ronald Reagan, and many other politicians.

Voters across America used to be able to get up-close-and-personal with candidates vying for their 
support. For nearly 200 years, whistle-stop campaigning, an American invention, enabled politicians 
of all stripes to connect directly with the public from the back of trains at depots and trackside 
rallies in the country’s largest cities and smallest towns.

Today we can only “touch” our candidates on TV or in social media. The memories that the electric 
excitement of whistle-stop campaigning generated threaten to fade with the passing of each 
generation. Also fading are the vibrant, first-person stories documented by reporters who traveled 
with hundreds of whistle-stopping political candidates.

Filled with engaging anecdotes and striking images, Whistle-Stop Politics is your thrilling ride back 
into America’s political past, opening new windows into the personalities and political campaigns 
that shaped our history. 

The book is meticlously researched and written by Edward Segal, a former campaign manager, 
press secretary, and aide to Democratic and Republican presidential and congressional candidates. 
He is one of the few people to organize a modern-day whistle-stop campaign train tour.  This 
marvelous collection of stories and rare photos is your time machine back to the lost art, soul, and 
excitement of this nearly forgotten form of political campaigning.

For more information, visit WhistleStopPolitics.com.

Order your copy of Whistle-Stop Politics 
wherever books are sold.


